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On the Road in Wabash County Presents...
                                 Tis the Season....Shop Wabash County

The 2005 Wabash Holiday Shopping Season officially began with the
November 17 Celebration of Light, sponsored by First Farmers Bank
& Trust.  After enjoying poignant messages of the season, Christmas
carols and the sharing of light, we were treated to the arrival of Santa.
The jolly gift-giver then led us back up north to enjoy the Christmas
Wonderland of Open Houses.  Carriage rides, music, reindeer, cider
fountains and warm-baked treats awaited shoppers.  Jeremy and Dawn
Wayman (of The Center for Sports and Physical Therapy and
Treasured Dreams Cottage), along with other members of the North
Cass Business Association, are to be commended for an excellent retail
promotion.  This author observed many license plates from other areas
and, after visiting with participating business owners and managers, I can
honestly report that the event accomplished key objectives for our retail
sector.  Even though retail managers advertise in all types of media, there
are still businesses whom our own residents have never walked through
the doors of and uncovered the wonderful local treasures we have
available.  This event showcased 32 businesses and I heard owners/
managers repeat over and over that people who participated hadn’t
realized what some of these stores contained.  Great inventories,
selection and prices are right here in our own neighborhood, if we but
look.  From ads to animals, and fine furniture to specialty gifts, hardware
to groceries, photography to electronics – Wabash has it.

Shopping local ensures the economic stability of Wabash.  Studies have
shown that local dollars rebound 5-7 times within their community.
Research has conclusively shown that local businesses contribute so
much more than monopoly board businesses who move in, take the
cream, and move on.  Shopping local means you and your neighbors have
solid employment here at home.  Shopping local supports those businesses
that support your Little League, YMCA, United Fund, Operation Elf, Red
Cross, F.I.S.H., and other important activities and services.  Shopping
local means the Wabash County Hospital can continue to grow and provide us with excellent medical staff and facilities.
Shopping local means Wabash will thrive and raise up future leaders who operate and bring more businesses here, because
we have a solid educational system.  Shopping local will mean contractors can build homes and businesses right here.
Shopping local will mean thriving businesses in downtown, southside, eastside, westside and northside, because our
community will thrive.  Let’s Shop Local, support your neighbors, and keep Wabash a destination on the map.

SHOP LOCAL
ASSISTANCE

   For Chamber Members
Watch and listen for local holiday ads in
The Paper of Wabash County, WJOT-
Oldies 106, and The Plain Dealer.

Access Chamber Member Business
Directory by category or name at:
         www.wabashchamber.org

Purchase Chamber Gift Certificates re-
deemable at over 300 local businesses
at the Chamber office or online.

Use your Member-to-Member Discount
card.

Always check your Chamber Member
Directory when hiring a contractor, buy-
ing supplies and selecting vendors.

Attend upcoming Holiday Events on
November 30.  Enjoy festivities down-
town from Paradise Spring to the
Honeywell Center.

mailto:info@wabashchamber.org
http://www.wabashchamber.org
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Please route this newsletter to the
other staff in your business to keep
them up-to-date on services, functions
and programs available to all employees
of our member companies!

HAVE YOU HAD CHANGES OR IMPROVEMENTS IN YOUR BUSINESS?  HAVE YOU RECEIVED AN AWARD, REACHED A MILESTONE, OR COMPLETED
ADDITIONAL TRAINING?  WE WANT TO KNOW.  SHARE THESE THINGS WITH YOUR CHAMBER PARTNERS.  THEY TOO ENJOY HEARING.  CALL,
FAX, E-MAIL, OR MAIL NOTES TO THE CHAMBER OFFICE.

CHAMBER
MEMBER

NEWS

Amy Cole of JobWorks announces they have moved to their new location in the Central Shopper’s Mart at 1143 N. Cass St.
A Ribbon Cutting/Open House will be held on December 6 at 2 pm.  Good luck in your new offices!

Beacon Credit Union has opened another office in Logansport at 1405 W. Market Street.  We congratulate them on their
continued growth!

Welcome to new Next Marketing CEO Robert M. Budd!  We wish him the best in his new position. We also want to thank
Bill Hensley for the many contributions he has made to growing Next Marketing into an invaluable part of Wabash economic
life.  Best wishes, Bill.

Locally owned and operated, First Federal Savings Bank is again growing in order to serve our community.  "This has been
an exciting year as we have been able to expand our products and services," stated Roger Cromer, President and CEO.  "Starting
an Equipment Leasing Division and the purchase of Insurance 1 Services created a need for more offices."  The 3,900  square
foot addition will provide needed work space and will be finished by the end of the year.

Congratulations to the many volunteers, our county commissioners, a committed board, and the staff of the Wabash County
Historical Museum on an outstanding facility.  The Grand Opening Celebration showcased the efforts behind this magnificent
enhancement to Wabash County.  If you haven’t had the pleasure of visiting the museum, the Chamber encourages you to do
so – you’re in for a real treat!

Paradise Spring will be host to a live nativity and other seasonal activities on November 30.  Bring your family out to enjoy the
many festivities.

The Honeywell Center announces the following upcoming events: Kids Christmas Festival, Dec. 3; Madrigal Dinner, Dec. 9/
10; Michael Flatley’s Lord of the Dance, Dec. 14; Christmas with David Phelps, Dec. 17; Ft. Wayne Philharmonic Holiday Pops,
Dec. 21.  Call the Center at 563-1102 to reserve your tickets or make arrangements to host your Holiday group using any of their
fine banquet and meeting rooms.  Don’t forget to take advantage of the Sunday Brunch and Eugenia's Lunch options, as well.
Visit www.honeywellcenter.org for more information or to purchase tickets online.

Physicians Health Plan of Northern Indiana, Inc.(PHP), is providing scholarship opportunities for high school seniors
planning to pursue a career in a health-related field.  PHP will award $3,000 for the first place winner; $2,000 to the second place
winner; and third place will receive $1,000.  All entries must be postmarked by February 28, 2006 to be eligible.  For entry
requirements and an application, call 260-432-6690, ext. 463, or email your request to custsvc@phpni.com.   Applicants for the
program must have applied to a post-secondary college, university, or technical school.

Cinergy provides incentives to encourage the purchase and installation of high-efficiency equipment.  If you are an Indiana retail,
electric, commercial or industrial customer with a demand of 500kW or less, you may be eligible for cash incentives on motors,
lighting and cooling equipment.  Call 800-283-7741 to verify your incentive eligibility or to request a program application.
Additional information may also be obtained at www.cinergy.com.

With fabulous food and beautiful meeting space, Manchester College reminds you that if you’re looking for an affordable option
for your group’s Christmas party, Awards Celebration or other event, to contact event specialist Jeff Kock at 877-MC-GUEST
(260-982-5551).  Jeff will be happy to speak with you about the many exciting meeting room and food services options available
for your group’s event.

http://www.honeywellcenter.org
mailto:custsvc@phpni.com
http://www.cinergy.com
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!
 The Wabash Chamber is pleased to welcome the following new members to its membership roster.  Please welcome
and support these fellow members:

Helping Touch Massage - Jami Hashbarger, Owner,  invites you to visit them at
1593 Stitt St., Wabash, IN 46992.  Telephone: 260-569-9181.  Jami, along with her
staff, offer a variety of massages and therapies, including Swedish massages and Deep
Muscle Therapy.  The holidays are coming, and gift certificates are available!  Jami also
offers special rates for large groups, wedding parties and businesses.  Welcome Jami!

Ugalde's Restaurant - Ugalde brothers Gabriel, Bernardo, Alfredo and Fernando
invite you to dine at Ugalde's Restaurant 1950 South Wabash St., Wabash, IN 46992.
Telephone: 260-563-9197.  Open Monday through Sunday, 6 am to 9 pm, Ugalde's is
the place to enjoy a variety of Mexican, Italian, and American meal selections.  Visit
Ugale's Restaurant today!

Benson & Son Plumbing/Heating - Owner Ken Benson and son Matt are  located at
1540 Branch St., Wabash, IN 46992.  Telephone:  260-563-1602.  Call Benson & Son for all your residential heating,
plumbing, electrical, and air conditioning  needs!  Ken and Matt also do sewer and drain cleaning.

Pizza King - President Greg Metz invites you to visit them at 46 W. Canal St. to enjoy a variety of subs, salads, and
breadsticks.  Free delivery is conveniently available evenings and weekdays during lunch.  Call your local Pizza King at
260-563-7417.

The D Shoppe - Owner Mary DeLauter - located downtown at 2 W. Market St., Wabash, IN 46992.  Telephone:
260-563-1420.  This quaint shoppe offers many fine gifts and home decor items.  Visit Mary at The D Shoppe and find
the perfect gift for the holidays.

Staffing Choice -Regional Manager Carla Leaver is located at 633-1/2 S. Wabash St.,
Wabash, IN 46992.  Telephone: 260-563-4600.  Staffing Choice specializes in finding tempo-
rary and permanent placements for individuals seeking jobs in clerical, industrial and professional
fields.  Thank you Carla!

Executive Relocation Services, Inc. - located at 2446 Rainbow Rd., Warsaw, IN 46581 - President Tammy
Driscoll promises a personal touch with a professional attitude.  Independently owned and operated, Executive Reloca-
tion Services offers personal attention to all your moving needs.  Call Tammy today to find out what they can do for
you!

The holidays are just around the
corner.....do you have your Chamber Gift

Certificates??
Your Chamber staff would like to remind you to take advantage of the Chamber's new Gift Certificate Program through
Certifichecks.  These  gift certificates make great holiday gifts and are available for purchase in a variety of ways.
AND, they never expire!  $50,000 in gift certificates has already been sold, and we're ready for your order!  Call the
Chamber at 260-563-1168 or go online to www.wabashchamber.org to find out how YOU can get Chamber Gift
Certificates today!!

http://www.wabashchamber.org
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Leadership Development of Wabash County Seeking Enrollees

Would you like to develop your leadership skills while learning who’s who and what’s what in Wabash County?  Or maybe
you’re a new leader in Wabash County?  Leadership Development of Wabash County and the Manchester College Small
Business Institute have teamed up to bring a leadership course that has been designed to meet the evolving needs of business
and industry.  The course will include Skill Development, Personal Coaching, and Interactive Learning, and will conclude
with a county tour.  Seven classes between January 24 and May 9 will meet from 8:00 a.m. to Noon at various locations
in the county.  Tuition is $295 and class size is limited, so register by December 9 to ensure your place.  For more information,
contact the North Manchester Chamber at 260-982-7644.  This course is sponsored by the Wabash and North Manchester
Chambers of Commerce and the Wabash County Economic Development Corporation.

From the State of Indiana -- Business Awards

If your business (excluding non-profits) will be celebrating it’s 50th or 100th Anniversary in 2006, please let
your Chamber office know.  The State of Indiana offers recognitions to such businesses and we want our
members to get the recognition they deserve for their economic impact to our community.

Also, many changes have taken place in our state government.  The Indiana Chamber has produced the 2005-
2006 State Agency Directories for your convenience in locating state offices.  Your Wabash Chamber office has these
booklets available for your purchase at a cost of $6 each.

Loans Between $5,000 and $25,000 Available
through SBA CommunityExpress Business Loan

Program
Are you seeking between $5,000 and $25,000 for your small business? Some small businesses only need a small amount of
funding to get started or to take that next step in growth. The Small Business Development Center will be holding a free
informational session on a small business micro-loan program offered by Business Loan Express. This workshop will be
held at the Area 5 Agency at 1801 Smith St., Logansport, on Tuesday, November 29, 2005 from 11 am to 1 pm. These
guaranteed loans are offered through the SBA Community Express Loan program. Applications for loans will be accepted
at the workshop. The SBA Community Express Business Loan Program combines the SBA’s small business loan
guaranty program with no-cost technical assistance and training from the SBDC. Seating is limited, so please reserve your
seat. For information or to reserve your seat, please contact the Small Business Development Center via phone at (765)
454-7922 or via e-mail at sdripps@isbdc.org.

Tax Season is Upon Us...
May we recommend the following Accounting, Legal and Financial Service Provider Members:  Dawes & Pugh
CPAs,  LLC; Beacon Credit Union; Gilbert, Naragon, Terrill & Co., Inc.; Community First Bank & Trust;
Keller Accounting Service; First Farmers Bank & Trust; Rea Logan & Co., Inc.; FirstFed Financial;
Bucheri, McCarty and Metz; First Federal Savings Bank; Douglas C. Lehman, PC; Frances Slocum Bank;
Guenin Law Office; Wells Fargo Bank; Johnston & Johnston Lawyers; Farm Credit Services; Lynn &
Stein, PC; Al Plummer; and Tiede, Metz & Downs.  Call the Chamber to find out how you can contact any of
these member organizations or visit the online membership directory.

 

 

mailto:sdripps@isbdc.org
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WABASH AREA CHAMBER COMMITTEE NEWS

Annual Dinner
The Annual Dinner Meeting was held November 3 in the Honeywell Center.  We thank Emcee
Troy Phillipy for entertaining us while keeping the evening moving along.  We also thank Committee
Members Larry Hoover, Beth Miller, Tina Byerly, Trisha Metzger, Rob Pearson, Kim Pinkerton,
Lindsey Beverly, and Douglas Lehman, the 362 attendees, and the staff of the Honeywell Center
for ensuring another great evening of fun, business, and more fun.  President Kimberly Pinkerton
acknowledged and challenged the over 300 leaders in attendance, and
announced Larry Hoover as the recipient of the 2005 President’s Choice

Award.  Speaker Steve Siemens amused and inspired us, after we honored 2005 Business of the Year
Wabash County REMC.  We watched as outgoing Chair David Rutledge passed the gavel of leadership
to Douglas Lehman, and we struggled to guess who the Distinguished Citizen would be as 2004
Distinguished Citizen Dave Phillips wove the story of 2005 Distinguished Citizens Gene and Mary
DeLauter.  Good food, good fun, and great companionship–it was definitely an evening to remember.

Public Relations
The Plain Dealer and PR Committee worked together to complete the 2006 Wabash Calendar.  5000 copies have been printed
and are available at the following locations: the Wabash Area Chamber of Commerce (111 S. Wabash Street), Wabash
County Convention & Visitors Bureau (36 E. Market Street), the Honeywell Center, First Federal Savings Bank,
Beacon Credit Union, Wells Fargo Bank, Frances Slocum Bank, First Farmers Bank & Trust, Community First
Bank and Trust, Ivy Tech Community College, Wabash County Historical Museum, Wabash Carnegie Library, and
the Plain Dealer.

We thank the following companies for sponsoring the calendar and ensuring its FREE distribution to the public: Alumitech,
Avalon Village, AWS, Beacon Credit Union, The Body Connection, BPB, Boyer Lock & Safe, Brandt’s Harley
Davidson, Cintas, City of Wabash, Denney Motor Sales, Inc., Dr. James Ford Historic Home, Douglas C. Lehman
P.C., Daywalt Pharmacy, Eads & Son Bulldozing, Inc., First Federal Savings Bank, Frances Slocum Bank, Family
Service Society, G & S Metals, GMS Graphics, Gaunt & Son Asphalt, Inc., Grandstaff-Hentgen Funeral Service,
Inc., Guenin Law, Hayes Lemmerz, Int., Heartland Career Center, Hipsher Tool and Die, The Honeywell Center,
Indiana American Water Company,  Ivy Tech, Kelly’s Ice Cream, Kitchen’s Plus, Midwest Eye Consultants,
NIPSCO, Ponderosa Steak House, Tony Louden Pro Shop, Thermafiber, Inc., Ugalde’s Restaurant, United Tool
Company, Visionary Enterprises, Wabash City Police, Wabash City Fire Department, Wabash County Farm
Bureau, Inc., Wabash County Hospital, Wabash County Sheriff’s Department, Wabash Electric/Information
Technology, Wabash Marketplace, Inc., Wabash Realty, Wabash True Value/Just Ask Rental, Wabash Valley
Abstract Co., Inc., Wells Fargo Bank, Whites Residential & Family Services, and Yohe Realty.

The PR Committee will be sending out a letter seeking Emcees and Sponsors for the 2006 Business Before Hours Event.  The
committee is diligently seeking to ensure a well-rounded program from all business sectors.  We want our community to know
who our businesses and business leaders are, so please make your reservations early.  Spots will be filled on a first-come, first-
serve basis.  Details and dates will be in your letter.

Ag Committee
Ag Committee Chair Darin Hadley (Wells Fargo Bank) has been busy working with committee members to plan the 2006
Ag Day Event.  Anyone who would like to be a sponsor, please contact Darin at Wells Fargo Bank at 260-563-1116.

Home and Business Expo
It’s coming...the 2006 Mardi Gras Home and Business Expo will be held March 11/12...watch for upcoming details!

Online Event Registration

Your Wabash Area Chamber of Commerce is pleased to announce that ONLINE EVENT REGISTRATION is now
available!  Visionary Enterprises has made it easy for our members to register and pay for events by visiting
www.wabashchamber.org.  Be it Business Before Hours, Membership Investments, Gift Certificates, the Home and
Business Expo or Lunch & Learn Seminars, we welcome your online registrations.  Open 24 hours a day, it’s just another
way your Chamber is working to serve you better!

http://www.wabashchamber.org


Area Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 371
Wabash, IN  46992

Presort Std.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Wabash, IN

46992
Permit No. 228

Please notify us of any changes on address label

Wabash

BOARD MEMBERS
2005-2006

Douglas Lehman, Chair
      Douglas C. Lehman, PC
 Ron Kerby, Chair Elect
      Frances Slocum Bank
Andy Eads, Vice Chair
      The Plain Dealer

Jim Reynolds
Reynolds Oil

Larry Hoover
Quality Electric

Kathy Jones
First Farmers Bank & Trust

Trisha Metzger
First Federal Savings Bank

Celia Briggs
Wabash City Schools

Greg Metz
Metz Title

Robert Pearson
Wabash County REMC

Tina Byerly
Beacon Credit Union

Jeff Galley
      G & S Metals, Inc.
Howard Halderman

Halderman Farm Management
John Andersen
      Ford Meter Box Co., Inc.

Chris Webb, Treasurer
      Alfe Heat Treating, Inc.
David Rutledge,  Past Chair
       Wells Fargo Bank
Beth Miller, Resource Dev.
     The Huber Agency
Kimberly Pinkerton, Presdent
       Wabash Area Chamber of
       Commerce

December BBH
Come to the Honeywell Center and join us for the
17th anniversary of the Chamber's Business Before
Hours!

Wednesday, December 12, 2005 from 7 am to  8:30 am
Business sponsors:  Youth Service Bureau, ARC of Wabash County, FirstFed
Financial, Family Physicians Associated.  Emcee: Dr. Jim McCann.
Breakfast is $7 for Chamber members;  $10 for nonmembers.
Reservations will be accepted through December 14.

Poinsettias will be provided by White's Family & Residential Services, Inc.

 

We thank and salute those member businesses who
carry GOLD LEVEL status:

Richard Ford
Beacon Credit Union
Pettit Printing, Inc.

First Federal Savings Bank
Yohe Realty, Inc.
Wells Fargo Bank

Miller's Merry Manor
Frances Slocum Bank

Ford Meter Box Co., Inc.
First Farmers Bank & Trust

**NEW GOLD MEMBERS**
Bulldog Battery

Physician's Health Plan of Northern Indiana, Inc.
Any Wabash Area Chamber Member can elevate their membership

status to Gold Level by investing an additional $500 above their
regular membership investment.  In addition to having their

company acknowledged at Chamber events and in publications,
Gold Level Members receive $100 in Chamber Bucks and receive

a free large rotating banner ad on the Chamber website.

 
















