YPN Board Meeting, Thursday, October 30, 2008--5:30 p.m.--Grandstaff-Hentgen
Members present were Abby Hoy, Scott Munday, Lindsey Beverly, Megan Steele and Josh Steele. 
Chamber liaisons present were Mark Sapusek and Rachel Cruz.  
OLD BUSINESS

Plans for the November 6 Mixer at Market Street Grill were finalized.  Rachel has confirmed the room reservation with MSG, and Lindsey will provide a more accurate count of attendees once the Evites are sent out.  The preliminary reservation was for 20-30 people, with appetizers donated by MSG; if more than that RSVP, REMC will cover the expense for the additional guests.  Members will have to pay for their own drinks and dinner.
Abby will be drafting suggestion cards to pass out at the Mixer; we’ll be asking members to provide their basic contact information, in addition to their opinions on what events they’d like to see the YPN involved in, what the YPN’s mission should be, what their idea of a “young professional” is, and if they would be interested in getting a YPN t-shirt/sweatshirt.  Other miscellaneous comments will also be welcomed.  The returned cards will be placed in a door prize drawing for our December Mixer.  Items to be gathered from board members from their respective businesses, etc. will be given to the winner, in addition to a free ticket to our Kick-Off event in February 2009.
Rachel volunteered to talk with Kim about advertising for this Mixer using Chamber resources.  She will also draft up a handout to have at the Mixer outlining our sponsorship levels (see below), as well as a preliminary mission statement, which will be edited as necessary given the other members’ suggestions.  This will give members a clearer picture of what the YPN will be doing in 2009.
Josh gave an update from GarbEdge regarding our t-shirts.  He said that Lindsey could get us our shirts at cost (i.e. $16-$17 for a sweatshirt) as long as we provide the money up front for our orders.  The suggestion cards from the November Mixer should give us a good idea as to how many t-shirts we’ll need to order initially.  Scott also said he could set up an online store for members to place their orders right off of our website.  Design details to this point include the YPN logo and tagline “Linking Together Young Professionals in Wabash County” on the front of the shirt, with a list of our annual sponsors and their logos on the back.  We also decided on athletic gray for the color of the t-shirts and sweatshirts.

NEW BUSINESS

Sponsorship levels decided upon include the following:

Donations to the YPN will be tax deductible as this organization is operating under the Chamber’s 501(c)(3) classification.  Receipts will be given to sponsors for tax write-off purposes.  Businesses interested in being annual sponsors would have to donate by January 1 so that we can get their logo and information on all corresponding YPN material.
A rough schedule of events was planned out for 2009.  It was decided that monthly Mixers will be held at various locations around town, and 4 annual community projects/events will be organized.  Our 2009 Kick-Off event will be the comedy show featuring Michael Palasak (and possibly friends).  Rachael will be talking with Ellen Mock at the Honeywell Center to see if the YPN can get a discounted rate to rent the Ford Theater for the night.  A tentative show date is February 5 at 7 pm.  Megan will be talking with Michael to see if he can get some of his friends to join him and put on a pre-show routine.  Tickets for this event will be $5 for members; proceeds will go to cover Michael’s travel expenses.  We will attempt to get an article in the Plain Dealer promoting this event in mid-January, as well as pass out flyers at the county high schools and get radio spots on Oldies and Kiss stations.
The YPN’s second quarter event, in mid-April, will be geared toward high school students.  Rachel will help us spread the word about this event to area HS students during a business project she’ll be starting after the first of the year.  The third quarter event will be a putt-putt challenge.  It was discussed having high school students paired up with a representative from our corporate sponsors as a networking opportunity.  The fourth quarter event will be something community based, such as Coats for Kids.  Another event discussed for the end of the year was a member “get-away”; this idea may be further developed the closer we get to the end of 2009.
OTHER BUSINESS

Lindsey volunteered to prepare agendas for future board meetings.  Scott has been diligently developing the YPN website, which will include general information about the YPN and our mission, newsletters, membership listing, meetings and agendas, submission forms for potential members and sponsors, a photo gallery (which will be updated by Megan) and a contact us form.
NEXT MEETING

The next board meeting will be on Thursday, November 13, 2008 at 5:30 p.m. at Grandstaff-Hentgen.  This meeting will serve as a follow-up to the November Mixer.  
ANNUAL SPONSORSHIPS


*Bronze level: up to $50


     ~ logo and link to company site on 


        YPN website


*Silver level: $51-$150


     ~ logo and company information 


        on YPN website, literature


*Gold level: $150+


     ~ logo on all YPN material





EVENT SPONSORSHIPS


*Sponsors will be asked for a specific dollar amount per event 


*Company name will be included in all print and radio advertising for that event


*Company will receive Evite to event and free admission


*Tables will be provided to display company information during the event











